
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting  

January 21, 2021  

Zoom platform  

In attendance: Fr. John Dillon, Anna Breece, Alicia Church, Marianne DeAusen, Linda Foster, Ron Hays, 

Chris King, Bernie McGuire, Ted Modrick, Ann Pierre, Vincent Price, Travis Tomon and Miguel Welanetz.  

Others in attendance: Deacon Jim Datovech and Communications Coordinator Melissa Egan.   

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 pm. After briefly discussing the first chapter of Fratelli Tutti, 

Parish Pastoral Council member Chris King moved to accept the minutes from the December 2020 

meeting which Bernie McGuire seconded.  

Approximately six months after formally breaking ground, the parish’s facilities enhancement project is 

nearing completion, with much of the work to improve lighting and sound quality of the church’s 

interior well underway.  

In his presentation before the Parish Pastoral Council, Deacon Jim Datovech reported the following on 

the status of the church improvements:  

• The ceilings are in, window framing is up, and the LED lights are installed in the Kuehner Room.  

• The elevator has been delivered and the elevator cabin is almost complete.  

• LED lights are being installed in church and the new sound system speakers are being installed in 

the ceilings. Some light fixtures in the Gathering Space have failed and were replaced.   

• New window system has been installed above the altar.  

• Acoustic tiles will be placed on the walls.  

• All lightbulbs on the exterior light poles were replaced with LED lights 

Over the next two weeks, Deacon Jim said the new sound system would be installed in the church, the 

church ceiling replaced and closed in. The church interior would be painted, and the elevator would be 

calibrated and tested. Despite some delays in material delivery, Deacon Jim said the project would 

remain largely on schedule and on budget. “The beginning (of the end) is in sight,” Deacon Jim said.  

Parish Pastoral Council members also heard several  reports, including from the Communications 

Ministry and from St. Jude Regional Catholic School. Communications Coordinator Melissa Egan 

reported that the Communications Ministry has worked on the following over the past month, including:  

• Recorded and premiered the virtual Christmas Mass, which had 1,177 views.  

• Wrote three stories for the January issue of Our Parish Times.  

• Will help facilitate the promotion of the Annual Appeal across communication channels.  

• Continue researching livestreaming as a long-term option for online worship.  

• Working on a communications plan for Lent/Holy Week/Easter.  

Anna Breece, liaison for St. Jude Regional Catholic School, reported the following:  

• In-person school continues without major interruptions.  

• Teachers carry a lot of responsibility in implementing COVID prevention measures.  



• Community spread is not happening at school.  

• She estimated that learning is 25 percent virtual and 75 percent in-person.  

Regarding parish finances, Fr. John reported that the parish income was $172,175.66 in December 2020, 

down from $221,251.81 in December 2019. Parish expenses in December 2020 were $129,332.31. 

Online giving makes up roughly 54 percent of offertory, which he called “a godsend.”  

In response to questions regarding whether the new stimulus plan has helped the parish, Fr. John said 

the archdiocese is studying it and determining whether we can apply for it. In response to questions on 

whether staff members are coming in, Fr. John reported that Donna Zezzo comes in a few days a week, 

Marie Yeast works downstairs, and that Tony Bosnick comes in a few days a week. Melissa Egan works 

from home because her children are also at home.  

In her report on the Racism Ad-hoc Committee, Chris King reported that 15-17 participants took part in 

the book discussion on “Racial Justice and the Catholic Church,” calling it a “very engaging discussion.” 

She also reported that:  

• The committee’s previous plans to launch a survey on racism will be tabled for now. Members 

are considering a town hall meeting but want to study the idea further.  

• Louise Locke and Trish Olin have spoken with Director of Religious Education Susan Anderson 

about the online family gathering on Shrove Tuesday, featuring Sister Thea Bowman. They will 

also attend the Confirmation Retreat, where material on Sister Bowman will be discussed.  

The committee also asked for the Parish Pastoral Council’s formal approval to produce a banner 

designed by the archdiocese with the theme, “Made in God’s Image: Pray and Work to End the Sin of 

Racism.” It will be placed in front of the church. The committee is also proposing to have yard signs 

made, so that parishioners can place them in front of their houses.  

Member Alicia Church called the banner and yard signs “a wonderful idea,” and asked whether people 

could request and buy the yard signs or whether they would be given out free. King said she thought the 

parish would ask people to pay for them. Communications Coordinator Melissa Egan also asked whether 

the banner would be replaced if it were defaced or vandalized; Fr. John said it would be.  

After bringing the motion to a vote, the council voted unanimously to have the banner made.  

Under new business, Fr. John reported that Parish Pastoral Council member Linda Foster will chair the 

parish’s 50th anniversary celebration and will reconstitute the organizing committee. He said a first event 

for the parish will be to welcome Cardinal Gregory to the parish to celebrate Mass and bless the 

Kuehner Room in October 2021.  

Foster also reported that parishioner Sylvia Jones has offered to help work on the committee, and Parish 

Pastoral Council member Ann Pierre also offered her help.  

Fr. John also reported that the March for Life will be a virtual Rally on January 29. Parish Pastoral Council 

Member Bernie McGuire also reported that the Shady Grove Pregnancy Center continues to do client 

intake over Zoom. He also encouraged fellow council members to read a Washington Post feature that 

appeared that day on Joseph Sidler, a prominent pro-life activist.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:19 pm.  



 

 


