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November 26 - December 2 
 

Monday: 11/26     9:00 a.m.   Pari Ronda Davila 

Tuesday,  11/27     9:00 a.m.   Jacqueline Gordon 

Wednesday, 11/28    9:00 a.m.   Deacon Richard Schoper 
       7:30 p.m.   Captain Walter Chimiak 
Thursday, 11/29      9:00 a.m.    Robert Balkam 
Friday,  11/30 9:00 a.m.  Josephine Biasini 
Saturday, 12/1 9:00 a.m.   John Ryan 

 5:00 p.m.  Michael Waters 
Sunday, 12/2 8:00 a.m.  Pro populo 

 9:30 a.m.  Enrique Quemuel 
 11:15 a.m. Vic & Frances Hoffman 
 5:00  p.m.  Cecelia Tyson 

Please pray for the sick…Edmund Dimalanta, Sandra Powell, Fr. 
Richard Gancayo,  Brian Ridder, Jeff Smith, Dennis Parnell, Ed 
Dudenhoeffer,  Jackie Roebuck King, Jeni Stepanek. (Names will 

remain on this list for four consecutive weeks, but can be re-

peated by calling the Office.) 

 Readings for the Week of November 25, 2018 
 

Sunday:  Dn 7:13-14/Ps 93:1, 1-2, 5 [1a]/Rv 1:5-8/ 
  Jn 18:33b-37 
Monday:  Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 6]/
  Lk 21:1-4 
Tuesday:  Rv 14:14-19/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13 [13b]/ 
  Lk 21:5-11 
Wednesday:  Rv 15:1-4/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 7-8, 9 [Rv 15:3b]/ 
  Lk 21:12-19 
Thursday:  Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 
  5 [Rv 19:9a]/Lk 21:20-28 
Friday:  Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10 or Jn 6:63]/ 
  Mt 4:18-22 
Saturday:  Rv 22:1-7/Ps 95:1-2, 3-5, 6-7ab [1 Cor 16:22b; 
  cf Rv 22:20c]/Lk 21:34-36 
Next Sunday:  Jer 33:14-16/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14 [1b]/ 
  1 Thes 3:12--4:2/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR 
 

On Sunday, October 14, 2018, Pope Francis canonized Blessed 
Paul VI, Blessed Oscar Romero, Blessed Vincent Romano, 
Blessed Francesco Spinelli, Blessed Nazaria March Mesa, 
Blessed Nunzio Sulprizio, and Blessed Katharina Kasper.  A few 
weeks ago I wrote about Saint Paul VI.  I want to continue writ-
ing about these newly canonized saints.  Today I am writing 
about Saint Francesco Spinelli.  I am going to base my remarks 
about him on the short biography published recently in the Eng-
lish edition of L’Osservatore Romano. 
 

Born on April 14, 1853 in Milan, Italy, Francesco Spinelli re-
ceived a solid cultural and spiritual education and later studied 
theology at the Seminary of Bergamo.  He was ordained a priest 
on October 17, 1875.  While visiting Rome for the Jubilee being 
held that year, Francesco had a mystical experience in the Basil-
ica of Saint Mary Major.  As he knelt in prayer before the crib of 
the Child Jesus, he had a vision of young women in adoration 
before the most Blessed Sacrament. 
 

On his return to Bergamo, he began to dedicate himself wholly to 
pastoral ministry.  In addition to running an evening school and 
assisting the poor, he taught religion classes and served as a spiri-
tual guide to several women’s religious communities. 
 

In 1882 Father Spinelli met Caterina Comensoli, a young woman 
who wished to be consecrated.  Together they decided to form a 
new congregation, and the Institute of Sisters Adorers of the 
Blessed Sacrament was established on December 15, 1882. 
 
Capable of discernment and of reading the signs of the times, 
Father Spinelli structured the new religious family as an innova-
tive, flexible institute that included a proper business activity:  
textile production.  This enabled him to provide dignified em-
ployment to vulnerable people who would have had great diffi-
culty in finding work elsewhere.  The fledgling Institute ex-
panded rapidly and its houses soon welcomed the poor, the sick, 
and those with physical and mental challenges. 
 

Due to a series of serious misunderstandings, lack of support, and 
administrative carelessness, the Institute suffered a financial col-
lapse and in 1889 Father Spinelli was forced to step aside and 
leave Bergamo.  Sister Comensoli remained at the Institute with a 
group who later took the name Sacramentine Sisters.  Meanwhile, 
Father Spinelli moved to Rivolta d’Adda in the Diocese of Cre-
mona.  He was followed by a group of Sisters who continued to 
call themselves Adorers of the Blessed Sacrament, taking vows 
of perpetual adoration and service to society’s most marginalized 
and rejected. 
 

Father Spinelli offered a plan for an unadorned religious life that 
was centered on love of God and neighbor and nourished by con-
stant prayer. 
 

Widely renowned as a most holy man, Father Spinelli died on 

February 6, 1913.  He was beatified by Saint John Paul II on June 

21, 1992. 

Until next week, 

Fr. John 

+ In Memoriam Aeternam + 
In your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Joseph 
G. Hornyak, father of Mary Kate Ryner, Terry Etheridge, hus-
band of Patty Etheridge. 



Christ the King 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

In what way is Jesus king of my life?  How do I live in 

this world while living for God’s kingdom? 

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS GIFT CARD SALE 
Looking for a way to make your Christmas shopping easier? Con-
sider honoring your friends and loved ones by purchasing an al-
ternative gift from our St. Francis of Assisi Alternative Gift Cata-
log.  We will be selling Alternative Christmas Gift Cards in the 
Gathering Space after all the Masses the weekends  of December 
2 and 16.  Please bring your checkbook and support your favorite 
charities.   Need more time to decide on a gift?  Copies of the Al-

ternative Christmas Gift Catalog can be found on the Social 

Concerns table.  Complete the order form and mail or drop the 
Alternative Christmas Catalog envelope in the baskets used for 
the weekly offering collection. All mail orders must reach the 
Parish Office no later than December 18.  This is to allow enough 
time for greeting cards to be mailed prior to Christmas.   

     ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING 
      Take part in our Advent Celebration! 
We invite individuals, couples and families to 
sign up to light the Advent Wreath on one of the 
Sundays of Advent. Sign-up sheets are available 
at the Information Desk in the Gathering Space. 

Advent begins the weekend of December 1 and 2. 
Be a part of the Celebration…Sign up today!  

BRIGHTEN THE CHRISTMAS OF INDIVIDUALS  

IN NEED THROUGH ST. FRANCIS’  

SPIRIT TREE PROGRAM 
If you are looking for a way to brighten a person’s life this Ad-
vent, then please take part in our Spirit Tree program. Continuing 
this weekend, St. Francis parishioners are invited to choose a 
name off the Spirit Tree in the Gathering Space, purchase a gift 
for the adult or child listed, wrap it, affix the label on the gift and 
return the present to the Gathering Space no later than Sunday, 
Dec. 9. The program directly benefits adults and children in need 
at Assumption Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Washington 
DC.  Thank you for participating in this special Christmas tradi-
tion at St. Francis. For more information, please contact Spirit 
Tree Ministry coordinator Bobbie McLaughlin at bobbi-
enmcl@comcast.net or Director of Social Concerns and Adult 
Faith Formation Tony Bosnick at abosnick@sfadw.org.   

HELP SUPPORT ST. FRANCIS WITH YOUR 

 PURCHASE OF A CHRISTMAS TREE 
It’s that time of year again – the St. Francis Christmas Tree Sale 
officially kicked off at 9 am Saturday, November 24, in the front 
lawn of the church. Come buy a fresh Christmas tree for your 
home or office or a beautifully decorated wreath to adorn your 
front door or any interior rooms. Volunteers are still needed to 
sign up for various shifts from November 24-December 16 and to 
help break down the tree lot on December 16. Students can also 
earn Student Service Learning (SSL) hours by working at the 
sale. For more information, contact Christmas Tree Sale Ministry 
Coordinator Brian Pettit at brianpettit@pettitcompanies.com or 
call him at (240) 372-1662. 

PLEASE RETURN YOUR COMMITMENT CARD 

FOR OUR “RESPONDING TO GOD’S CALL TO 

LOVE AND TO SERVE”  

OFFERTORY STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM 
Thank you to all St. Francis of Assisi parishioners who have 
completed and submitted their Commitment Card to the church 
for our “Responding to God’s Call to Love and to Serve” Offer-
tory Stewardship Program. For those parishioners who have not 
yet had the opportunity to submit their card, a letter will be 
mailed to you with a personalized Commitment Card. It is impor-
tant that all parishioners complete a Commitment Card, as we 
will be mailing out a Summary Report of the program and need 
all commitments accounted for in this report.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact the church office at 
(301) 840-1407. We also encourage all parishioners to consider 
giving through Faith Direct, our online giving program and to set 
up your recurring offertory gifts electronically. To sign up for 
Faith Direct, go to www.sfadw.org and click on ‘Give’ and 
‘Online Giving.’  

FIRST FOOD & FINANCE SEMINAR TO KICK OFF 

NOVEMBER 30 
Are you feeling burdened by financial debt? Could you use some 
coaching in making wise financial decisions? If so, then come 
attend one of three free Food and Finance Seminars sponsored by 
the St. Francis Adult Faith Formation Team. The Food and Fi-
nance Seminars will offer proven financial strategies with Biblical 
foundations in the areas of retirement, education and college sav-
ings, debt elimination and much more. While open to any St. 
Francis parishioner, they are particularly targeted to young adults 
and young families who need help in this busy life phase.  
 

The Food and Finance Seminars will be held from 6:30-8 pm on 
the following dates:  

• Friday, November 30 in the Parish Center  

• Thursday, December 6 in the Parish Center  

• Sunday, December 9 in the Rectory’s Assisi Room 
(Spanish language seminar)  

A free dinner catered by Chipotle will be offered at each session, 
followed by the fun and entertaining seminar. The Love of One 
Another Ministry will offer free babysitting, but RSVPs are re-
quired. For more information, contact Deacon Dan Finn at dea-
condanfinn@gmail.com.  



November 25, 2018 

POOR BOX DONATION – The donations for next week-
end will go to Gaithersburg Help.  Thank you for your gener-

osity. 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PRAYER CHAIN     If you 
have a prayer request, please contact Marianne Bullen, (301) 963-
3420 or mariannebu@comcast.net with your requests. 

ROSARY FOR PRIESTS 
Every Wednesday evening at 6:45 p.m. we pray the rosary for our 
priests before the 7:30 p.m. Mass. 

HOLY HOUR FOR THE DYING 
On Thursday evenings in the St. Clare’s Chapel in the Rectory, a 
prayer group meets at 7:00 p.m. to pray for the dying.  This is a 
Holy Hour Devotion for the Dying.  As a central work of our 
Catholic faith, we are called to pray for the dying, especially for 
those who may die suddenly, unprepared to face God. For addi-
tional information, please call the Parish Office, (301) 840-1407. 

LAMB OF GOD PRAYER MEETING  Join the Lamb of God 
Prayer Group for worship and the study of Scripture on Tuesday, 
November 27, 7:30 p.m., St. Clare’s Chapel in the Rectory. For 
details, please call Louise, (301) 977-5217.  

ROSARY CENACLE OF OUR LADY, QUEEN OF PEACE  
Cenacle of Our Lady, Queen of Peace to pray for priests and vo-
cations, 2:00 p.m. in the St. Clare’s Chapel (Rectory) every Sun-
day.  Please join us. 

THE 2018 HOLIDAY BAZAAR 
The annual tradition of the Holiday Bazaar continued this year in 
November.  I would like to thank all of the amazing volunteers 
who stepped up and helped plan for the Bazaar all year long.  
Marie Purdy who solicits, and sets up the vendors, always does a 
great job getting the hall filled with new and exciting sellers.  
Millie’s Bake Shop was a hit with all of the kids, and kids at 
heart, as they all had their quarters ready to go. Mary Francis 

Bussard and her many friends made sure the wheel kept spin-
ning. Shabby Chic, as always, had wonderful gifts and treasures 
for everyone thanks to the Beall family. They always do a great 
job.  Karen Mason always has so many interesting religious 
items for everyone to choose from.  Even though she was not able 
to be there on Saturday, she was there in spirit.  The Silent Auc-
tion, headed up by Deby Dicello, had many wonderful baskets 
and items to bid on.  It is never easy to put everything together 
but year after year it is a great success.  This year we did face 
painting thanks to Jane Tom. She helped decorate the many faces 
in the Christmas Spirit. The Jewelry Boutique was a big hit 
thanks to Linda Call who always does a great job, and though she 
could not be there, had many helpers there ready to go. The raf-
fle, spearheaded by Linda Foster, was very successful. She also 
headed up the turkey raffle.  The Flea Market ran incredibly 
smoothly thanks to Pat Badolato and her helpers. They, as al-
ways, did a great job converting the rectory into a buyer’s haven.  
Nadine Edwards headed up the Café Assisi with its many appe-
tizing treats.  Coffee and donuts were a great treat thanks to Syl-

via Jones, it kept everybody warm and awake on a cold day. 
There were many beautiful handmade crafts and ornaments made 
by several of the parishioners. The crafters who gave their time 
and talents were Jane Tom, Geri Prelewicz, Sara Becker, Doris 

Chung, Mary O’Sullivan  and Laura Tseronis.   
 

There were many other people who stepped up and volunteered 
to help out.  They were there to help set up, volunteer during and 
help clean up afterwards.  In conclusion this year’s Bazaar was a 
success ($18,000 in revenues), and a good time was had by all.  I 
would like to thank everybody who helped.  It takes many people 
to run the Bazaar, without volunteers none of this would be possi-
ble.   God Bless & Thank You!     ~Anne Culver 

2018 HOLIDAY BAZAAR 

Congratulations to our Raffle Winners 
 

First Prize  Meghan Jones 
  John Canik 

 Second Prize Bobbie McLaughlin 
 Third Prize Michael Currier 
 

Congratulations to the winners!   

Thank you all for participating 

JOIN KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 2323 
KofC wants you to join! Next weekend, December 1 and 2, the 
Knights of Columbus Council will be present at all Masses to 
offer information and an opportunity to join the Knights of Co-
lumbus.  We are looking for new members, transferring members 
and  readmission members.  The KofC offers opportunities for 
charitable work, support of the Church and the Priests, and Fra-
ternity with Brother Knights.  Additionally, the KofC has a great 
insurance and annuity program options of value to members of all 
ages.  If you will be out of town, sign up on the KofC web site: 
https://www.kofc.org/apps/joinus/en/registration/index.html and 
we will welcome you to our Council. 
Gary Palmer 301-948-6494 

ARCHDIOCESE OFFERS A ONE-DAY RETREAT 

ON DECEMBER 1 FOR SURVIVORS OF ABUSE  

TO CONTINUE HEALING 
As the Archdiocese of Washington moves into the next stage of 
the Season of Healing, the Secretariat of Pastoral Ministry and 
Social Concerns recognizes that the healing continues for all sur-
vivors of abuse. On December 1, the archdiocese will offer a one-
day retreat for survivors from 8:30 am-5:30 pm at a local retreat 
center. While the retreat is not primarily therapeutic in nature or 
an opportunity for professional counseling, it offers an occasion 
for survivors to reflect on God’s plan, including prayer, for their 
lives and for healing.  For more information and to register go to 
https://adw.org/outreach-to-survivors/. Survivors of abuse inter-
ested in learning more about the retreat can also contact Deborah 
McDonald at mcdonaldd@adw.org or (301) 853-4466.  

ADVENT DAY OF RECOLLECTION - The Sisters of 
Our Lady of Mercy invite you to join them for a day of recollec-
tion on Sunday, December 9 from 11:30am-4pm. Taking place at 
the Saint John Paul II National Shrine (3900 Harewood Rd., NE), 
the day includes a spiritual talk, Mass, Confession, time for per-
sonal prayer and fellowship, as well as the opportunity to have 
spiritual conversation with the sisters. For more information, con-
tact 202-635-5400 or events@jp2shrine.org. 



ST. FRANCIS YOUTH MINISTRY  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
  

 

NOVEMBER 

25 No Youth Group 
 

DECEMBER 

1/2  Jewelry Sale 
2 Youth Group 
3 See’s Candies Order Form & Money Due! 
9 Youth Group 
14 Frank Runyeon “The 3 1/2 Stories of Christmas” Church 
16 Youth Christmas Party 
 

Keep alert for a service projct for teens with Interfaith Works! 
 

JANUARY 2019 

13 Youth Group Reconvenes 
 

GET SOCIAL 
Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @ SFADWYOUTH. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS/EVENTS YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS/EVENTS 
 

CATECHISTS AND AIDES NEEDED 
Additional volunteers are still needed in our Monday afternoon 
Elementary program and Monday evening middle school pro-
gram. Please consider whether you can serve as a catechist or 
classroom aide for our children and young people. We need your 
help to keep our class sizes small. If you would like to learn more 
about this important ministry, please contact Susan Anderson, 
Director of Religious Education, at 301-258-9193.  
 

RE CLASS SCHEDULE AND THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 

There are no Religious Education classes today, Sunday, Novem-
ber 25. Classes resume on a normal schedule this week for Mon-
day and Tuesday classes, November 26 and 27. 

 

CHRISTMAS STOCKING HELP LINE 
Religious Education families are invited to participate in the 
Christmas Stocking Help Line, an Advent project to benefit chil-
dren and families in need. Items needed will be listed on 
“stockings” hung in the Parish Center during RE class times be-
ginning November 18. Families may choose to take one or more 
stockings, purchase the items listed, and return them to RE 
classes by December 11. Letters with more information about this 
project will be given to students in RE classes. 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE FOR RE STUDENTS 
The students in grades 3 - 8 will have the opportunity to celebrate 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation as part of their Religious Educa-
tion classes in Advent. Catechists will review the Sacrament of 
Penance in advance, and we encourage parents to talk with their 
children about the Sacrament as well. Please note the date for 
your child’s session and grade as shown below: 
 

Sunday 9:20 Session: 

Grade 5 - Sunday, Dec. 2 
Grade 3 - Sunday, Dec. 9 
Grade 4 – Sunday, Dec. 16 

Monday 4:30 Session: 

Grades 3, 4 and 5 – Mon., Dec. 3 

Monday 6:45 Session: 

Grades 6, 7 & 8 – Monday, Dec. 10 
(participating in the Parish Penance Service starting at 
7:00 pm) 

Tuesday 6:45 Session: 

 Grades 6, 7 & 8 - Tuesday, Dec. 11 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

SNOW CANCELLATION POLICY 

If Montgomery County Public Schools are closed, and if schools 
are dismissed early, Religious Education classes, including Youth 
Group are also cancelled. This applies to Sunday classes as well 
if Montgomery County Public Schools announces cancellation of 
weekend school activities.  
 

Cancellation announcements will be recorded on the Religious 
Education Office phone (301-258-9193) and posted on the St. 
Francis Parish website and Facebook page (“St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church”).  
 

Whenever in doubt, please use your own judgment about local 
weather and driving conditions, and err on the side of safety 
when making decisions about bringing your child to class.  

Spotlight on St. Jude Regional Catholic School 
We are…St. Jude 

www.StJudeRockville.org 
 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA – DECEMBER 15  Join us in 
the Thaddeus Room on Saturday, December 15 from 9-11am for 
Breakfast with Santa.  The Holiday Shoppe will be open for kids 
to buy presents for family and friends. Games, crafts, and gift 
wrapping will also be available.  Please e-mail Sandra Cortez at 
scortez1108@gmail.com for more information about this event. 

 

RE-ENROLLMENT FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR 

IS OPEN  All current families are asked to re-enrollment for the 
2019-2020 school.  Please take a moment to register by following 
the links on our school website at www.stjuderockville.org. Go to 
Admission, then Apply Now, then Enrollment: TADS: Online 
Registration and Enrollment.  Current families planning on en-
rolling children in grades PK-3 or Kindergarten should do so be-
fore January 1.  Only current school families are being allowed to 
enroll new students prior to January 1.  Open enrollment for new 
families begins on January 1, 2019.  During Open Enrollment 
applications will be taken on a first come first serve basis.   
 

ARCHDIOCESE TUITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM  
Applications for the 2019-2020 Archdiocese of Washington Tui-
tion Assistance Program are now being accepted online at https://
adwcatholicschools.org/tuition-assistance/. Families of students 
currently enrolled in a Catholic school in the Archdiocese of 
Washington the application deadline for tuition assistance is De-
cember 7, 2018. Families enrolling their children for the first time 
in a Catholic school in the Archdiocese of Washington the appli-
cation deadline is February 4, 2019. Email questions 
to tuitionassistanceprogram@adw.org. 



THANK YOU FROM FR. BILL RYAN  

& THE TOGO MISSION 
In September of this year, Fr. Bill Ryan, founding pastor of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Parish in Atchanvé, Togo appealed to St. 
Francis of Assisi parishioners to help support his growing mission 
center that was founded in 2006 in the rural African region. Fr. 
Ryan, an archdiocesan priest and  former associate pastor at St. 
Martin’s Catholic Church in Gaithersburg, ministers to people in 
the large rural area of Togo that encompasses more than three 
dozen villages. Since Fr. Ryan’s arrival 12 years ago, the mission 
center has expanded to include the St. Paul Medical Clinic and the 
St. Martin’s School, as well as development projects, such as 
wells, chapels and schools. With St. Martin’s Catholic Church in 
Gaithersburg as Our Lady of Guadalupe’s sister parish, Fr. Ryan 
returns to the Gaithersburg area every year to report on progress 
made at the mission center and to seek additional help.  Fr. Ryan 
recently sent thanks to St. Francis parishioners for its generous 
donation of $7,564 that was collected during the weekend parish 
appeal in September. In a communication to Fr. John, Fr. Ryan 
reported that the funds would be used to pay  ongoing expenses 
for tuition and lodging for 33 girls and boys who have graduated 
from the mission center’s primary schools in outlying villages and 
are now living in dormitories while attending the high school, 
called collège. He sent a sincere thanks to all those who contrib-
uted to the Togo Mission!  

PARISH OUTREACH DONATION HELPS FUND  

IMPROVEMENTS, STRIDES  

AT BETHLEHEM UNIVERSITY 
In fiscal year 2018, St. Francis of Assisi Parish gave $500 to the 
Bethlehem University Foundation, the nonprofit entity entrusted 
with supporting and promoting Bethlehem University in the 
United States, through its Parish Outreach Collection. St. Francis 
parishioners who wish to learn more about this academic institu-
tion that educates the Palestinian people can now do so by brows-
ing the Fall 2018 issue of Bethlehem University, a quarterly publi-
cation that highlights positive stories at the school. In the latest 
issue, read about construction work to build Cardinal Foley Hall, 
a new building for the Tarek Juffali Faculty of Nursing and 
Health Sciences. Work has also started on converting an aban-
doned hospital into a teaching hotel and teaching restaurant that 
will house the Bethlehem University Tourism Institute. To read 
the entire issue of Bethlehem University, please open a web 
browser and type in https://issuu.com/bethlehemuniversity/docs/
bun_fall_2018_final.St. Francis’ Parish Outreach Collection seeks 
to support and help the poor and needy in the parish and in the 
larger community, both nationally and internationally. For more 
information about the Parish Outreach Collection, please contact 
Director of Social Concerns and Adult Faith Formation Tony 
Bosnick at abosnick@sfadw.org.   

BROWN BAG CONVERSATIONS FOR DECEMBER 

TOPIC:  “THE GIFT - YOUR CALL TO GREATNESS” 

DECEMBER 2 OR 9 (Choose one date) 
“The human body includes right from the beginning... the capac-

ity of expressing love, that love in which the person becomes a 

gift – and by means of this gift – fulfills the meaning of his being 

and existence.” - St. John Paul II 
 

If you desire to reach your full purpose and potential, then dis-
cover the extraordinary Catholic teaching known as the Theology 

of the Body.  It will give you a revolutionary and fulfilling vision 
for life, as it offers a new way to see yourself, your faith, your 
relationships and your world.   Given to us by Pope John Paul II, 
the Theology of the Body is renewing marriages, awakening 
vocations, healing deep personal wounds and setting people free 
to live the life of greatness to which we are all called.  In Your 

Call to Greatness, an adult faith formation program, best-selling 
author and theologian Christopher West unfolds God’s amaz-
ing plan for your life. This study addresses the two most funda-
mental and universal questions of human existence: 

• What does it mean to be “made male and female in the image    

 and likeness of God?” 

• How can I live my life in a way that brings true happiness 
 and fulfillment? 

Come and see! For more information, contact Adult Faith Forma-
tion Team Member Medy DeAusen at medy-
deausen@comcast.net.  

WALK WITH MARY - The Archdiocese of Washington’s 
annual Walk with Mary procession and Mass to honor Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas, will take place on Sat-
urday, December 1 with theme “Under Her Mantle.” The gather-
ing for the procession will start at 11:30a m at the Shrine of the 
Sacred Heart (6th St. & Park Rd., NW), and the procession will 
conclude at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception (4th St. & Michigan Ave., NE). Following the pray-
ing of the Rosary at 1pm, Mass at the Basilica will begin at 
2:30pm, with Cardinal Donald Wuerl as the main celebrant and 
Bishop Mario Dorsonville as the homilist. For more information, 
visit adw.org/wwm or search on social media using 
#WalkwithMary. 

CHRISTMAS DANCE PARTY FOR PERSONS WITH 

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES and their families 
and friends will be held on Saturday, December 1, 7-10 pm at St. 
John the Evangelist School Gym, 10201 Woodland Drive, Silver 
Spring.  People of all ages and faiths are invited to this holiday 
celebration.  Parents and siblings of children with special needs 
are encouraged to join the sponsoring network.  There will be fun, 
free refreshments, and dancing to Deejay Mike.  Cost is $5 per-
son.  Questions please call Mari Anne Hamilton (301) 656-3463 
or Peg Kolm (301) 562-9573. 

BISHOP MCNAMARA HIGH SCHOOL 

FINE ARTS CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL 

DECEMBER 7 & 8 at 7 PM 
Bishop McNamara High School Main Auditorium 

Admission $10 
Come and enjoy an entertaining, energetic, fun-filled night of 

music, dance, theatre and art to celebrate the Christmas Season. 
Visit www.bmhs.org for more information and to purchase tickets 

WINTERFEST HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR 
The 21st annual Resurrection Winterfest Holiday Craft Fair will 
take place Friday, November 30 from 3:00 pm to 9:oo pm and on 
Saturday, December 1 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm!  Resurrection is 
located at 3315 Greencastle Road in Burtonsville - the corner of 
Greencastle Road and Old Columbia Pike.  Winterfest features 
over 75 crafters and vendors, a Silent Auction, Bake Sale, Santa's 
Treasure Chest, food prepared by the Knights of Columbus 
#9808, a cash and a parishioner hand-made quilt raffle, and so 
much more! For 21 years, this has been an event not to miss!  For 
more information, contact the parish office at 301.236.5200 or 
www.resurrectionadw.org. 


