ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI, DERWOOD

Scripture Corner
January 23 - January 29
Monday, 1/23
Tuesday, 1/24
Wednesday, 1/25
Thursday, 1/26
Friday, 1/27
Saturday, 1/28
Sunday, 1/29

9:00 a.m. Stephen Stefanacci
9:00 a.m. Jackie Gordon
9:00 a.m. Vincent Butler
7:30 p.m. Bernard J. Kohan Jr. Family (L)
9:00 a.m. Fritz Mitchell
9:00 a.m. Marge Zack
9:00 a.m. Gary & Marie Bodmer (L)
5:00 p.m. Wilher Mariam Callahan
8:00 a.m. Timothy Michael Healy
9:30 a.m. Roberta Bullen
11:15 a.m. Earl J. Warnington Jr.
1:00 p.m. Susan Cosman
5:00 p.m. Pro populo

Please pray for the sick….Carla Cosman, Yildiz Agnello, Colleen Enos, Carolyn Maltz, Bob Coyne, Jeni Stepanek, Robert
Dax. (Names will remain on this list for four consecutive weeks,
but can be repeated by calling the Office.)

Sunday:

Readings for the Week of January 22, 2017

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Next Sunday:

Is 8:23--9:3/Ps 27/1 Cor 1:10-13, 17/
Mt 4:12-23
Heb 9:15, 24-28/Ps 98/Mk 3:22-30
Heb 10:1-10/Ps 40/Mk 3:31-35
Acts 22:3-16 /Ps 117/Mk 16:15-18
2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5/Ps 96/Mk 4:21-25
Heb 10:32-39/Ps 37/Mk 4:26-34
Heb 11:1-2, 8-19/Lk 1/Mk 4:35-41
Zep 2:3; 3:12-13/Ps 146/1 Cor 1:26-31/
Mt 5:1-12a

JESUS IN CAPERNAUM
After the arrest of John the Baptist Jesus returns to
Galilee. He settles in Capernaum, a fishing village on the
northeast corner of the Sea of Galilee, to pursue his public
ministry. It is to be noted that Christ begins that ministry there
with the same words that the Baptist used at the beginning of
his ministry. Our Lord says, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 4:17)
‘Repent” reflects a key demand that Jesus asks of his
followers. “Repent” could be translated as “change of mind”
or “change of heart.” Christ wants that change of heart since
“the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Mark and Luke refer to
the “kingdom of God.” Matthew, on the other hand, uses
“kingdom of heaven.” Matthew uses that wording since he is
writing for a community that is largely Jewish-Christian. He
avoids using God [“Yahweh”] since he realizes the great
veneration that the Jewish people have for the name of God.
Mathew in today’s Gospel (4:12-23) cites an Old
Testament text which refers to Galilee (Matthew 4:15-16;
Isaiah 8:22- 9:1). The prophet speaks of the people of Galilee
as “people who lived in a land of gloom.” (Isaiah 9:1) This is
a reference to the cruel exile imposed on the Galileans by the
Assyrians in 733/732 BC. But the prophet also declares, “The
people who sit in darkness have seen a great light, on those
living in a land of gloom light has shone.” (Isaiah 9:1)
Matthew wants to assure his readers that Jesus is the
fulfillment of that prophecy of Isaiah. As our Lord will say, “I
am the light of the world.” (John 8:12)
Christ’s choosing his first disciples is an important
part of today’s gospel. Clearly it was always Jesus’ intention
to start a church. The beginning of that important activity is
developing disciples. Our Lord invites Simon, who is called
Peter, and his brother Andrew, He also reaches out to James
and John, brothers, sons of Zebedee. Their immediate
favorable response is testimony to the strong impression that
Christ made on his contemporaries.
Peter, James and John will follow Jesus and will form
the inner circle during the public ministry of Jesus. They will
be with Christ, for instance, at his transfiguration (Matthew
17:1-8) and at his agony in the garden. (Matthew 26:36-46).
“Follow” becomes the technical term in the beginning of the
church for those who react positively to Christ and his
preaching.
~ Fr. Ralph

SAVE THE DATE
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION
DINNER DANCE
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11
WATCH THE BULLETIN FOR
FURTHER DETAILS!

The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR
QUESTION OF THE WEEK
How do I need to “step outside” myself to fulfill my
This week I am continuing a series of columns in which I am
highlighting several international associations of the faithful of
baptismal mission? To what “periphery” in my world
Pontifical Right that are present in this parish. Today I am
do I need to bring Christ’s peaceable, liberating love?
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PROVIDE
MEALS FOR THE
SOPHIA HOUSE SHELTER

Sophia House is a community based women’s shelter in Montgomery County under Interfaith Works. The shelter is a congregation and community-supported program of rehabilitative services for the homeless. Because the shelter does not have a cooking kitchen, we prepare a meal for them on the 4 th Thursday of
each month. Three ladies each prepare a meal for 14 and bring it
to the coordinator’s house and then it’s taken to the shelter where
the meal is served to the ladies. We also provide breakfast items
for the shelter. Each volunteer is usually called upon every 3
months or so. If you are interested in serving in this ministry
please email Pat Badolato at pattibad@verizon.net or telephone
her at 301-963-9196.

UPDATE ON ANNULMENTS
IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Do you have questions about annulments or declarations of nullity? Have you heard about recent changes to the nullity process in
the Catholic Church and want some information about them? If
so, you are invited to hear a presentation by Fr. Juan Esposito,
J.D., J.C.D., Judicial Vicar of the Archdiocese of Washington.
The title of Fr. Esposito’s presentation is “The Newly Revised
Marriage Nullity Process: Questions and Answers.” He will give
the presentation on Tuesday, January 24, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the
Assisi Room. All are welcome to attend.

REBUILDING TOGETHER
STILL NEEDS YOUR HELP!

We still need volunteers for the April 29 Rebuilding Together
Project. Depending on how many volunteers we get determines
the size of the property we will be “rebuilding.” Please return
your forms to the basket on the Social Concerns table, drop it off
at the Parish Office or fax it to the Parish Office (301) 258-5080.
If you didn’t get a copy of the form, additional copies can be
found on the Social Concerns Table. Please sign up today - we
need your help!

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR (continued)
LOCALLY
The St. Vincent de Paul Society helps the parish respond to requests for assistance from those in need who come seeking help.
Ongoing training and formation is provided to help members
grow in a spirituality of Christ-centered service and to develop
the skills needed to respond to requests. The Society has served
the needs of the poor in the Archdiocese of Washington for over
155 years. For more information please contact the local Coordinator for SSVP: Tony Bosnick: (301) 840-1407; Ext. 11 or abosnick@sfadw.org.
Until next week,
Fr. John Dillon
Pastor

featuring the International Confederation of the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul (SSVP). Once again I am making use of information available on the website for the Pontifical Council
for the Laity listing and describing approved Associations of
the Faithful. I have changed spelling to reflect American usage.
HISTORY
The SSVP was founded in Paris as a result of a Conference on
Law and History organized by the journalist Emmanuel Bailly
for university undergraduates at a time when Catholic student
welfare associations were being shut down. The intellectual
purpose of these meetings did not, however, meet with the spiritual aspirations and the desire for social commitment felt by a
group of students led by Fréderic Ozanam (beatified in 1997).
Convinced of the need to put words into practice in order to
demonstrate the vitality of their faith, they decided to change
them into Conferences of Charity, which were to be essentially
lay in character, obedient to the authority of the Church, designed to sanctify their members and the poor people whom
they served. They were to be marked by simplicity, friendship,
and fellowship in relations between members, with decisions
taken on a collegial basis, practicing charity not as an individual activity but through group solidarity. In 1835, after drawing
up their first rule, the Conferences took the name of the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul, after the Saint was chosen as their patron, and in 1845 they obtained recognition by the Holy See in
a brief issued by Gregory XVI. The International Confederation of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul has consultative
basis with UNESCO as an NGO.
IDENTITY
The SSVP charism is expressed and authenticated among the
poor and the marginalized, and in the contribution it makes to
the advancement of our suffering brethren in the light of the
Gospel message and the twin heritage of St. Vincent de Paul
and Fréderic Ozanam. The association takes part in the
Church’s charitable work, emphasizing a personal relationship
when serving the neediest people. It encourages the laity’s
sense of responsibility, encouraging cooperation between all
members of the ecclesial community. It draws its inspiration
from the teachings of the Second Vatican Council and the social encyclicals. Incorporated into different countries, by performing actions for the benefit of the poor in respect for their
traditions and cultures in a world in which poverty not only
means “not possessing” but also “not existing.” It also strives
to make the poor the protagonists of their own human and spiritual self-fulfillment. It contributes to the new evangelization
by bearing witness to Christ through living charity on behalf of
the lowliest, the voiceless, and the unloved.
Continued in the column to the left….

January 22, 2017
LAMB OF GOD PRAYER MEETING Join the Lamb of

God Prayer Group for worship and the study of Scripture on
Tuesday, January 24, 7:30 p.m., St. Clare’s Chapel in the Rectory.
For details, please call Louise, (301) 977-5217.

POOR BOX DONATION – The donations for next weekend
will go to Olney Help. Thank you for your generosity.

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PRAYER CHAIN

If you
have a prayer request, please contact Marianne Bullen, (301) 9633420 or mariannebu@comcast.net with your requests.

ROSARY FOR PRIESTS

Every Wednesday evening at 6:45 p.m. we pray the rosary for our
priests before the 7:30 p.m. Mass.
ROSARY CENACLE OF OUR LADY, QUEEN OF PEACE
Cenacle of Our Lady, Queen of Peace to pray for priests and vocations, 3:00-5:00 p.m. in the St. Clare’s Chapel (Rectory) every
Sunday. Please join us.

HOLY HOUR FOR THE DYING

On Thursday evenings in the St. Clare Chapel in the Rectory a
prayer group meets at 7:00 p.m. to pray for the dying. This is a
Holy Hour Devotion for the Dying. As a central work of our
Catholic faith, we are called to pray for the dying, especially for
those who may die suddenly, unprepared to face God. For additional information, please call the Parish Office, (301) 840-1407.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - COUNCIL 2323

The Knights of Columbus are actively pursuing new members.
Our council incorporates members from St. Francis, St. Mary's
and St. Martin's. Though best known for our many charitable projects, we also have a lot of fun with dinners, fund raisers, family
nights and many other fraternal social occasions. If interested in
learning more, please contact Gary Palmer, (301) 412-1237 or email gtdbpalmer@verizon.net.

JOIN MONTGOMERY COUNCIL 2323 FOR DINNER

Spaghetti and meatballs! No better way to enjoy food and fellowship than with family and friends. On Sunday, January 29, the
Knights of Columbus‘ chefs will be serving a fresh garden salad,
Spaghetti & Meatballs, garlic bread, wine, beer and soft
drinks. Dinner will be served from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the Father
Cuddy Hall, 17001 Overhill Road in Derwood. Tickets are available after all Masses today at $10 for adults (ages 14 & above);
$7 for children (ages 7 to 13); free for children 6 & under; or, $35
for a family; or by contacting Mike Thomas in advance at (301)
330-5970 or cinnabarmike@verizon.net. Proceeds will support
St. Francis’ Medical Mission to Haiti.

MARCH FOR LIFE
Friday, January 27

IN DC

Noon Rally at the Washington Monument followed by the March
along Constitution Avenue to the Supreme Court on Capitol Hill.
Join hundreds of thousands of people from around the nation to
pray and witness for life. More info on this can be found by visiting MarchForLife.org.

BUS TO ATTEND THE MARCH FOR LIFE

A bus will be leaving from St. Patrick’s Church (Rockville) parking lot, Friday, January 27 at 11:15 a.m. and returning by 5:30
p.m. There are a limited number of seats. Please contact Monica
Ludwig, (301) 924-2285, Ext. 315 to reserve a seat. Please leave
a message with your name, phone number and how many seats to
reserve. Thank you for your participation.

COLLECTION FOR CHURCH MISSIONS
IN THE UNITED STATES & THEARCHDIOCESE
FOR THE MILITARY SERVICES

On behalf of the Most Reverend Timothy P. Broglio, Archbishop
for the Military Services USA, and his Auxiliary Bishops and
staff, heartfelt thanks to those who participated in this collection
last weekend. Your prayers and generosity will support the
unique ministry to men and women who currently protect this
great nation of ours and defend the freedoms we hold dear. You
have also helped to provide the sacraments and pastoral care for
Catholic veterans who served with distinction and who are cared
for in Veterans Administration Medical Centers across the U.S.,
Puerto Rico and Guam. Thank you!

HONORING THE DIGNITY OF LIFE
IN SICKNESS & DEATH SEMINAR

An initiative of the SFA Health Ministry & Respect Life Ministry
DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

Saturday, February 11, 2017
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon
The Knights of Columbus Father Cuddy Hall
17001 Overhill Road, Derwood MD 20855

. Come to this enlightening seminar to understand Church
teachings regarding care during times of serious illness and at the
end of life. Learn how to make healthcare decisions that honor
the dignity of life in all its stages. Be informed about how to protect the elderly and other vulnerable adults from abuse and neglect especially during illness and infirmity. Continental breakfast and take home literature provided.
PRESENTERS:
Father J. Daniel Mindling, OFM Cap., Consultant to the USCC
Bishops Committee for Pro-Life Activities and general editor of
Comfort and Consolation, Care of the Sick and Dying.
Maria Shumar, Eldercare Advocate and Educator, Board member of Elder Safe, Charles E. Smith Life Communities
REGISTRATION: 301-412-1909 https://www.eventbrite.com/
e/honoring-the-dignity-of-life-seminar-tickets-31112011865
For notice of inclement weather cancellation,
call 301 412-1909 on February 11

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS/EVENTS

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS/EVENTS

CATECHESIS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
Our parish offers monthly catechetical sessions specifically designed for children and youth with special needs and their families. Our next session is today, Sunday, January 22 from 3:304:30 pm in the St. Clare Room. If you would like to learn more
about these sessions, or if you are interested in serving as a catechist or aide for children with special needs, please call Susan
Anderson, Director of Religious Education, at 301-258-9193.

ST. FRANCIS YOUTH MINISTRY

CATECHISTS AND AIDES NEEDED
Additional volunteers are welcome! Please consider whether you
can serve as a catechist or classroom aide for our children and
young people. We especially need catechists for the 6 th grade on
Monday and Tuesday evenings, from 6:45-8:00 pm. If you would
like to learn more about this important ministry, please contact
Susan Anderson, Director of Religious Education, at 301-2589193.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
SNOW CANCELLATION POLICY
If Montgomery County Public Schools are closed, and if schools
are dismissed early, Religious Education classes, including
FRED, are also cancelled. This applies to Sunday classes as well
if Montgomery County Public Schools announces cancellation of
weekend school activities. Cancellation announcements will be
recorded on the Religious Education Office phone (301-2589193) and posted on the St. Francis Parish Facebook page (“St.
Francis of Assisi Catholic Church”).
Whenever in doubt, please use your own judgment about local
weather and driving conditions, and err on the side of safety
when making decisions about bringing your child to class.

Upcoming Events
FRED
JANUARY - High School
22 19 FRED Winter Kickoff Social
27
Mass, Rally & March for Life
29
FRED
FEBRUARY - High School
3
First Friday Mass & Adoration
5
Souperbowl of Caring
FRED-Super Bowl Party
11/12 Youth Bake Sale
12
FRED
16
Service @ Our Lord’s Table
19
FRED
26
FRED
28
Pancake Supper

FRED JR.

JANUARY - Middle School
27 Mass, Rally & March for Life

FEBRUARY - Middle School
3
First Friday Mass & Adoration
5
Souperbowl of Caring
FRED-Super Bowl Party
11/12 Youth Bake Sale
16
Service @ Our Lord’s Table
27/28 FRED Jr.
28
Pancake Supper

GET SOCIAL
*Instagram “SFASusie”

*FRED group on FACEBOOK: friend “Susan FRED Lea”

*”St. Francs of Assisi Catholic Church” page on Facebook

MOTHER OF GOD SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE

Looking for a good Catholic education for your children? Attend
the Mother of God School Open House, Sunday, January 29, 1:00
a.m. - 2:00 p.m., 20501 Goshen Road, Gaithersburg. We have the
largest Catholic Pre-K program (3’s & 4’s) in the area, with before and after care available year-round. Check out our rigorous
academic programs for K-8th grade as well. For more information or to schedule a tour call Alice Garvey, (301) 990-2088,
Ext. 11 or e-mail agarvey@mogschool.com or you can visit
www.mogschool.com.

ROCKVILLE CATHOLIC SUMMER PROGRAM
June 19 - August 4

Looking for a fun and faith-filled summer camp experience? Then sign up for the Rockville Catholic Summer Program,
a Catholic summer camp for ages 4-14, located at St. Patrick
Catholic Church on Norbeck Road. Sports, technology, drama,
art, baking and more all in a Christ-centered, positive environment run by youth ministers, Mike and Annie McHugh and
a phenomenal college and high school age staff! Our rates are the
lowest in the area with before care and after care available. Visit
www.rockvillecatholicsummer.com for more details and to register!

BOYS & GIRLS (Ages 9-14)
FREE THROW COMPETITION!

All boys and girls ages 9-14 (as of Jan.1) are invited to participate
in the local level of competition for the 2017 Knights of Columbus Basketball Free Throw Championship (we are Council
#2323). The local competition will be held Saturday, February 4,
2017 from 12:00 Noon -2:00 p.m. (registration closes @ 12:30
p.m.) at the Mother of God School gym in Gaithersburg (20501
Goshen Road). There is no charge to participate. Each contestant
will be awarded a participation certificate and patch. Winners will
be eligible to move on to district and state competitions. Entry
forms may be completed at the event or mailed in advance. For
additional information or details please contact Pat Gilroy pgilroy@arlingtonasset.com.

PAX CHRISTI: SUPPORTING
THE SYRIAN REFUGEE FAMILY

In our ongoing efforts to support the comprehensive needs of
the Al Humayer family, the Syrian refugee family being sponsored by our parish, the Support Team will communicate with
parishioners through posts in the weekly bulletin. Helping them
to stability and self-sufficiency is the goal. We would like to ask
for help in securing employment for Bashir, the father, who is
looking for a general maintenance job in the Riverdale area. His
skills include painting and general maintenance. His 19-year old
son, Mohamed, has several years of experience as a cook. If you
think you may be able to help connect either of them with a fullor part-time job, please contact Mary Kate Ryner at rynoslp@msn.com or Chris King at caking.home@gmail.com. We
appreciate your collaboration in our efforts. God bless.

SFA COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY SEEKS
PHOTOGRAPHY, GRAPHIC ARTS EXPERTISE

The parish Communications Ministry is seeking some fresh expertise to help propel communications with St. Francis parishioners and in the greater Derwood community. Are you the resident
shutterbug who can frame high quality, compelling photos? Do
you enjoy making brochures, flyers or promotional materials on
the job or just for fun? Then, come join our ministry.
This small, but dedicated group of parishioners is looking to add
several members with photography skills and graphic arts expertise to expand our capacity as a group. Potential photographers
should have a digital camera and be willing to take photos at parish events they attend. For graphic artists, a willingness to use
one’s own design software for projects is desired.
Current and future projects include:
• Helping redesign the parish web site
• Contributing to a parish photo archive
• Designing announcements for the forthcoming Information Monitor
• Creating promotional materials to call home former
members and attract new people to our St. Francis parish
community.
If you are creative, adept at old and new media and interested in
cultivating an even stronger parish community, then please contact Communications Ministry Coordinator Melissa Egan at
Melissa.egan74@verizon.net. Thank you!

“A MYSTICAL MEANING...IN A POOR PERSON’S FACE
~ Pope Francis
Is God calling you to help the needy through the St. Vincent de
Paul Society? The Society at St. Francis parish needs new members. We focus on the needs of the struggling and poor in the
Derwood area, and we are sometimes asked to help in nearby
areas of Montgomery County as well. Pope Francis tells us that
“The universe unfolds in God, who fills it completely. Hence,
there is a mystical meaning to be found . . . in a poor person’s
face” (Laudato Si, 233). See what this “mystical meaning” is as
you look into the face of the poor with the St. Vincent de Paul
Society. Come see if you are called to the ministry of the Society. We meet on the second and fourth Thursdays of the month at
7:00 in the rectory Assisi Room. Our next meetings is Thursday, January 26. For more information, call Tony Bosnick at
301-840-1407, Ext 11.

MEN’S RETREAT

Where the Spirit of the Lord is there is freedom 2 Cor. 3:17

February 10-12, 2017
Priestfield Pastoral Center
4030 Middleway Pike
Kearneysville WV 25430
Discover a courageous spiritual life. Talks, Mass, Adoration,
Confession. Cost is $225 and includes accommodations and
meals. Retreat leaders are Fr. Dave Wells, St. John Neumann
Parish and Fr. Rick Kramer, ADW Family Life Office. To
register visit ADWMENRETREAT.EVENTBRITE.COM.

RETROUVAILLE:
A LIFELINE FOR MARRAIGES IN TROUBLE

Many marriages may experience four stages: (1) Romance, (2)
Disillusionment, (3) Misery, and (4) Awakening. Marriages that
end in divorce never make it to the 4th Stage of Awakening.
Don’t give up without learning about the 4th Stage of Awakening.
If your marriage suffers from disillusionment or misery, please
contact Retrouvaille (pronounced "retro-vie" with a long "i"). The
next Retrouvaille weekend is January 27-29, 2017. Please visit
www.HelpOurMarriage.com, call 443-400-7017, or email
3015@Retrouvaille.org to obtain more information. All calls and
inquiries are confidential.

THANK YOU ST. FRANCIS RELIGIOUS ED FAMILIES
Thank you and to all your families for all the hats, gloves and
scarves which were sent to us for Christmas. We laid them out in
the church hall here in Aniak, so families and kids could go in
after Christmas Eve services and choose among the many beautiful, thoughtful, very practical yet high quality selections of gifts.
Parents and grandparents were delighted as well as younger kids
and teens! No doubt those who donated sacrificed for the benefit
of strangers living thousands of miles away! As you know well,
our bush villages rely on planes for most of their food, supplies
and at Christmas, their gifts. The majority of shopping is done on
line. Because we had very bad weather the week before Christmas, many gifts never made it in and parents and grandparents
were lamenting that their orders didn’t get here. So people were
thrilled to get the beautiful and warm hat/gloves/scarf sets since
some parents were caught empty-handed because of the bad
weather. In addition, we had some families who had a parent laid
off from work this past year. Because of the generosity of your
families, it helped to augment their gifts to their kids and grandkids. Please pass on our sincere thanks for all the gifts collected
from the families of the children in your Religious Education
program. Know that we will hold you and all those who donated
to our families in our prayers. May God bless their generosity,
kindness, and care! May God’s peace and joy accompany each
one throughout this New Year !
In peace and gratitude,
Sister Marian Leaf OSF
St. Theresa’s Mission Church
Village of Aniak, Alaska

